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Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Dukinfield. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Dukinfield, 

Mr,  Mayor,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  oii  the  health  of  the  Borough 
for  the  year  1944. 

On  the  wBole,  the  health  of  the  Borough  has  been  better 
than  last  year,  there  being  no  serious  outbreak  of  any  of  the 
infectious  diseases,  aud  I am  happy  to  report  that  the  death  rate 
has  decreased  from  the  previous  year  and  that  the  birth  rate  has 
increased. 

The  immunisation  campaign  continues — for  statistics  see 
the  School  M.O.H.’s  Report  and  for  other  statistics  I would  refer 
you  to  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  report. 

Commending  this  report  to  your  notice, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GLADYS  M.  BRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Extract  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Deaths. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

No.  of  Deaths 

115 

118 

233 

Death  Rate- 

-13-8 

Births. 

No.  of  Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

167 

160 

327 

Illegitimate 

9 

7 

16 

No.  of  Still  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

7 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

Nil. 

1 

Birth  Rate — ‘20-3. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

M. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  ...  10 


F,  Total 

3 13 


Infantile  Mortality  rate — 37*9. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Diphtheria  (iDcluding  membraneous  croup) 

No.  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital — 49. 
No.  of  Deaths — 2. 

Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever... 

No.  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital — 15. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

No.  of  Deaths — 11. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Pnuemonia  (all  forms) 

No.  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital — 2. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

No.  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital — 1. 

Pueperal  Pyrexia 

Whooping  Cough 

jMeasles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Total 
...  55 

6 

...  22 

6 

...  6 
...  4 

1 

1 

...  1 
...  16 
...  15 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Ashton-under-Lyne  and 
District  Infirmary  chiefly  although  some  cases  are  treated  at 
Manchester. 

Scabies. 

The  Scabies  clinic  was  inaugurated  at  the  school  clinic  in 
December,  1942.  There  are  two  attendants — 1 male  and  1 female. 
Cases  are  treated  by  appointment  and  the  service  is  very  much 
appreciated  by  the  patients. 

M.  F.  Total 

No.  of  cases  treated  during  1944  ...  8 17  ...  25 
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Liist  of  Deaths  oeeupping*  in  and  belong’ing’  to  the 
Eopoug'h  of  Dukinlieid  duping:*  the  year  i94<4 


CAUSE 

Males 

iumuirMr  a— — 

Females 

Diphtheria 

__ 

2 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

— 

Influenza 

3 

— 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  diseases  ... 

19 

21 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

In tercranial  vascular  lesions 

3 

10 

Heart  Disease 

21 

39 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

— - 

Bronchitis 

14 

7 

Pneumonia 

8 

5 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)... 

1 

2 

Digestive  diseases 

2 

4 

Nephritis... 

4 

7 

Maternal  Causes 

— 

8 

Premature  Birth 

1 

— 

Congenital  malformations,  etc.... 

4 

— • 

Suicide  ... 

2 

— 

Road  Trafiic  Accidents 

1 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

12 

All  other  causes ... 

12 

10 

115  118 
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T eiberculosis. 

The  Tuberculosis  service  is  carried  on  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council.  There  is  a dispensary  in  Hyde  for  cases  who  are  able 
to  attend.  Cases  needing  Sanatorium  treatment  are  either 
treated  at  Market  Drayton  or  at  the  Hyde  Pavilion.  There  is 
now  a financial  Aid  being  given  to  patients  who  are  incapable 
of  work. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  entirely  satisfactory  both 
as  regards  quality  and  quantity.  Monthly  bacteriological  exam- 
inations of  the  water  are  undertaken,  and  in  addition,  weekly 
samples  are  taken  in  the  district  of  supply,  and  at  the  filtration 
plant. 

Analysis  for  the  presence  of  lead  and  other  metals  are  made 
fortnightly  and  full  medical  analysis  every  6 months. 

Fifty-two  samples  of  water  have  been  tested  during  the  year  for 
lead  and  in  no  case  was  lead  detected. 

The  population  is  supplied  from  the  public  water  main  through 
a pipe  system. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


No.  of  children  immunised  during  1944 

Age  under  5 years  ..  130 

Age  5 to  15  years  ...  90 

Total  220 

No.  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  children  under  15  years  of  age— 49 

No.  of  deaths  occurring  from  Diphtheria  in  children  under  15 

years  of  age — 2. 

No.  of  cases  in  which  the  child  is  known  to  have  completed  the 
course  of  immunisation  not  less  than  12  weeks  before  the  onset 

of  the  disease — 25. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


During  the  year  788  complaints  were  received  at  the 
Public  Health  Office  which  were  investigated  and  dealt  with. 

One  workmen  is  now  employed  in  the  Department  and 
his  work  consists  of  releasing  blockages  to  W.C.’s,  drains, 
gullies,  disinfection  of  rooms  after  infectious  disease,  disinfestation 
of  verminous  premises,  sale  of  disinfectants  and  the  cleansing  of 
Public  Conveniences  in  the  town. 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year : 

Releasing  of  blocked  W.C.’s 

„ „ „ house  gullies 

„ „ „ house  drains 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 
(including  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises) 

Notices  Served. 

No,  of  Informal  notices  served.  Public  Health  Act  ...  125 
No.  of  Informal  notices  complied  with...  ...  •••  194 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served.  Public  Health  Act  ...  4 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  4 


...  815 

...  1706 
...  2222 
...  333 


Visits  and  Inspections 

General  Sanitation. 

Drainage 

Water  Supply 

Bakehouses 

Public  Conveniences 

Factories  and  Workshops  ... 

Stables  and  Piggeries 
Cinemas 

Rats  and  Mice  (survey,  visits  and  treatments) 
Schools 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
Housing. 

No.  of  Primary  Visits 
Visits  re  disinfection 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  ... 


215 

8 

65 

59 

5 

29 

3 

4266 

o 

102 


73 

21 

11 
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Visits  and  Inspections— continued 


Meat  and  Food  Inspbotion. 

Slaughterhouses,  visits  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Visits  re  Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Grocers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  "...  ...  ...  40 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  .. . ...  ...  ...  15 


Total  visits  paid  during  the  year  1944  ...  5879 


Inspection  of  Dwelling’-houses  during:  the  year 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  Housing  defects,  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this 
purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  635 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurous  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  0 

tiemedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notice: — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  194 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  . — 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied...  ...  ...  ...  125 

N umber  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  during 
t he  year. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 


In  March  1944,  the  Local  Authority  agreed  to  act  as 
agents  for  the  Cheshire  County  Council  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  Rats  Order,  1940,  and 
the  Infestation  Order  of  1943,  and  a male  rodent  operator  was 
engaged,  During  the  year  a survey  of  the  district  was  undertaken 
and  surface  infestations  dealt  with,  4266  visits  were  made  during 
the  year. 

Milk  Supply 

During  the  year  twelve  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  University  of 
Manchester.  The  following  results  were  received  ; — 


21-1-44 

Total  bacteria  per  1 cc 

73,000 

Coliform  Test 

Negative 

Total  bacteria  per  1 cc 

82,000 

Coliform  Test 

Negative 

17-2-44 

Total  bacteria  per  1 cc 

64,000 

Coliform  Test 

Positive 

Pasteurised 


Pasteurised 


Pasteurised 


„ ,,  Methylene  Blue  Test 

Coliform  Test 
Tubercle  Bacilli 

27-2-44  Total  bacteria  per  1 cc 
Coliform  Test 


Unsatisfactory 

Positive 

Negetive 

113,000 

Positive 


Ungraded 


Pasteurised 


„ ,,  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Coliform  Test 
Tubercle  Bacilli 


Unsatisfactory  Ungraded 

Positive 

Nesfative 


10-5-44  Methylene  Blue  Test.  Satisfactory.  Ungraded 

Coliform  Test  Negative 

Tubercle  Bacilli  Negative 


10-5-44  Methylene  Blue  Test, 
Coliform  Test 
Tubercle  Bacilli 

15-6-44  Total  bacteria  per  1 cc 
Coliform  Test 


Unsatisfactory  Accredited 

Negative 

Negative 


73,000  Pasteurised 

Positive 


,,  ,,  Methylene  Blue  Test, 

Coliform  Test 


Unsatisfactory  Accredited 
Positive 


31-8-44  Aerobic  sporing  bacilli 

isolated.  B.  Coli  not  present. 

Total  bacteria  per  1 cc  6,000,000  Sterilized 


11-9-44  Aerobic  sporing  bacilli 

present.  B.  Coli  not  present. 

Total  bacteria  per  1 cc  8,600  Sterilized 
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Papms 


There  are  14  Farms  in  the  Borough  which  have  been 
inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year.  One  farm  produces 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  Five  farms  produce  Accredited  Milk. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  is  one  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough 
where  cattle,  sheep  and  calves  are  killed.  At  one  other  Slaugh- 
terhouse pigs  are  killed,  the  proprietor  acting  as  a slaughtering 
contractor. 

The  system  of  Joint  Meat  Inspection  which  was  inaugurated 
in  October  of  1943  in  conjunction  with  the  Boroughs  of 
x\shton-under-Lyne  and  Stalybridge  still  continues  to  be  worked 
in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  cattle,  etc.  inspected 
during  the  year  by  me: — 

Cows  Heifers  Bulls  d Bullocks  Calves  Sheep'd  Lambs  Pigs 
971  92  130  584  1549  73 

Totals  ...  3399 

The  approxmiate  weight  of  meat  and  offals  destroyed 


are  as  follows 

Carcases  and  all 

organs 

of  27  cows 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

Part  carcase  of 

• • « 

...  20  cows 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

Carcase  and  all 

organs 

of  1 cow 

Septic  Metritis 

1 cow 

Ech.  Cysts 

n 

V 

2 cows 

Multiple  Abscesses 

j j 

1 cow 

Medicine  Taint 

1 pig 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

>5  »> 

2 calves 

Dropsy  (oedema) 

n 

1 calf 

Navel  111 

5? 

1 calf 

Immaturity 

Tubercular  Offals,  Etc. — Cattle 

Heads  and  Tongues 
Pairs  of  Lungs. 

Livers  ... 

Diaphragms 
Hearts  ... 

Spleens... 

Belly,  Rops  and  Pat 
Kidneys 
Udders... 


146 

400 

57 

64 

44 

45 
55 
57 
60 
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Meat  Inspection— continued 


Tuberculak  Offals,  Etc. — Pigs 

Heads  and  Tongues  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pairs  of  Lungs...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Mesenteries  and  Fats  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tubercular  Offals,  Etc. — Calves 

Plucks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tubercular  Offals,  Etc. — Cattle 

Livers — Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Livers — Cirrhosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Livers — Cavernous  Angioma  . ..  ...  ...  74 

Livers — Ech  Cysts  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pairs  of  Lungs — Ech  Cysts  ...  ...  ...  8 

Belly,  Hops  and  Fat — Ech  Cysts  ...  ...  1 

Pairs  of  Lungs— Pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  2 

Udders — Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Hearts — Pericarditis  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Heads  and  Tongues  Abscesses  ...  ...  3 

Kidneys — Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pairs  of  Lungs — Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  1 

Non-Tubercular  Offal,  Etc. — Pigs 
/ Pairs  of  Lungs — Pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  1 

Non-Tubercular  Offal,  Etc. — Sheep 

Livers — Flukes  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

LESLIE  BUCKLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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